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The article considers the results of implementing a new methodology of teaching
Academic Writing (AW) as a constituent part of integrated English classes
to Philology and International Relations students in Ivan Franko National
University of Lviv. It emphasizes the role of English AW due to the integration
of Ukraine in European educational space, incorporation of Information
technologies into teaching environment and the intensive development of online
education caused by a pandemic spreading of Covid-19 throughout the world.
The article studies the main characteristic features and rules of AW on the
basis of theoretical investigations of famous methodologists and linguists. The
discussion on such basic strategies as striving for clarity and communicating
ideas effectively is at the heart of the article. Besides that, the article emphasizes
the importance of structure and design, grammar and logical organization of
paragraphs as well as the necessity of revising the text and the use of transitions
between sentences and paragraphs to help readers follow the ideas easily.

The article investigates the existing approaches to conducting online classes
and focuses on the use of “Teaching and Learning Academic Subjects”
(TALAS) management system that creates an online environment for teaching
English, including AW. The main focus is on the discussion of TALAS tools for
writing assignments, which provide the opportunity to learn AW on the basis
of theoretical material and practice knowledge through interactive tests. The
students can also write essays, summaries, reviews, CVs, conference abstracts,
etc. The evaluation system of TALAS provides students with the opportunity to
see the mistakes and read the remarks and advice of the teacher. This challenges
the promotion of writing skills, makes the process of learning AW manageable
and successful and brings innovative perspectives to teaching writing.

Finally, the article emphasizes that based on students’ feedbacks on learning
AW, TALAS helps in promoting writing skills, makes learning more effective
and more transferable to new situations in contemporary education. This
encourages to conclude that the applied methodology is a resource effectively
contributing to students’ AW knowledge acquisition.
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VY cTarTi po3mIAHYTO PE3yIBTaTH BIPOBAIKECHHS HOBOI METOANKH BHUKJIAJAHHS
aKaJIeMIYHOTO ITMCbMOBOTO MOBJICHH: (AW ) sIK CKJ1a/I0BOT YaCTHHH IHTETPOBAHUX
3aHATh 3 AHDIIKACHKOT MOBH JUIS CTYNEHTIB (DITOJOTIYHOTO (PaKyJabTeTy
Ta (aKyJpTeTy MDKHAPOIHUX BIAHOCHH Yy JIBBIBCBKOMY HAIliOHAJIBHOMY
yHiBepcuTeTi iMeHi [Bana ®panka. Bona Harosomrye Ha poiii aHIVIIMCBKOTO
MICBMOBOTO MOBJICHHS 3 OINIITY HA IHTErpaiilo YKpaiHH B €BpONEHChKUii
HaBYAIBHUH MIPOCTip, BOPOBa/LKCHHS [H(OpMaifHUX TEXHOIOT1H Y HAaBYaIbHE
CepelloBHINC Ta IHTCHCUBHMH PO3BUTOK OHJIAWH-OCBITH, CIPHYHUHECHHUH
naxaeMigHuM normperHsM Covid-19 y BcboMy CBITI.

VY crarTi BUBYAIOTBCS OCHOBHI XapaKTepHi O3HAKU Ta mpaBmia AW Ha OCHOBI
TEOPETUYHUX JIOCHIKEHb BiJOMUX METOAMCTIB Ta JIIHIBICTIB. Y LEHTPI yBaru €
0OTOBOPEHHSI TAKMX OCHOBHHUX CTPATeTiH, K MParHeHHs 70 SICHOCTI Ta e(peKTUBHE
BHUCIJIOBIICHHS i1eii. OKpiM TOTO, Y CTaTTi HATOJIOUIY€ETHCS HA BATOMOCTI CTPYKTYPH
Ta JIU3aiHy, paMaTH4HOI Ta JIOTTYHOT OpraHi3allii a03aIliB, a TAKOX Ha HEOOXIAHOCTI
MEPEeBIPKA TEKCTYy Ta BHUKOPUCTAHHI TEPEXiMHUX 3B’SI3KIB MK PCUCHHAMH 1
abzaramu Jyisi TOro, 1100 JOMOMOITH YUTadaM JIETKO CIIpUAMAaTH i71ei.

VY crarTi DOCHiKYIOThCS iCHYIOUl MIIXOMW J0 IMPOBENCHHS OHJIAMH-3aHATH Ta
30CepeKY€EThCS yBara Ha BUKOPUCTaHHI cuctemu ympapiiHHI TALAS, sxa
CTBOpIOE IHTEpHET-CepenOBHIIe AT BUKJIAIaHHS aHIIIHCHKOT MOBH, BKITIOUAIOUH
AW. OcHoOBHY yBary 3ocepemkeHo Ha oOrosopeHHi pecypciB TALAS mis
NIICHMOBHX 3aBIIaHb, SKi 3a0€3MeUyIOTh MOXIMBICTh BUBUCHHS AW Ha OCHOBI
TEOPETUYHOTO MaTepially Ta INPAKTUYHOIO 3aCBOEHHS 3HAHb 3a JONOMOTOHO
IHTepaKTUBHUX TecTiB. CTyIEHTH TaKoX MOXKYTbh IIHCATU €Ce, aHOTAIlii, pereHsii,
pestoMme, Te3u I0ToBi el KoHpepeHii Tomro. Cucrema oniHroBaHHs TALAS Haae
CTYIICHTaM MOXJIUBICTD ITOOAUUTH TIOMIJIKH Ta TIPOYMTATH 3ayBaXKESHHS 1 TIOpaIH
BHUKJIana4a. Lle crprsie po3BUTKY HABUYOK MHCHEMa, POOUTH TPOLieC KEPOBAHUM i
YCHIIIHAM Ta CTBOPIOE IHHOBAIIIHI IIEPCTICKTHBH LTS BUKIAMaHHsT AW.

VY 3aBepliajbHil YacTHHI CTaTTi HArOJIOUIYETHCS, WIO0 IPYHTYIOUUCH Ha
BiATYKaxX CTyAeHTiB mono BuBueHHI AW, TALAS nomomarae y po3BHTKY
MICEMOBUX HABHYOK, POOUTH HaBYAHHS OUTBIN €(EKTUBHHUM, 3 MOXKIHBICTIO
3aCTOCOBYBATHCh Yy HOBHX CHTyalisfX cydacHoi ocBitu. Lle cmonykae
O BHCHOBKY, IO BHKOPHCTaHa METONOJOTIS € pPecypcoM, sIKUil poOUTH
e(peKTUBHHI BHECOK Y 3aCBOEHHS 3HaHb 3 AW cTyIeHTaMu.
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Problem statement. Academic Writing (AW) has
continuously been in the focus of educators, linguists
and language methodologies trying to search inno-
vative ideas in order to make teaching writing most
effective for learners. With the development of new
approaches to language teaching and integration of
innovative technologies in education, the elaboration
and implementation of new resources for promoting
writing skills have become the crucial components in
English teaching context.

Our article considers the results of research in the
field of implementing a new methodology of teaching
English to Philology and International Relations stu-
dents in Ivan Franko National University of Lviv. On
the one hand, it reflects the experience of developing
new curriculum for teaching English in contemporary
academic environment with the pandemic spreading
throughout the world caused by COVID-19 when an
online learning plays an important role and is of a great
help in the educational process. In this situation even
the most conservative universities have started the
transformation towards innovations in order to develop
online education system and make it accessible to all
students. On the other hand, the article discusses the
promotion of English AW skills based on the use of
specific online resources developing English compe-
tence in contemporary educational medium.

The topic of the article is significant due to the
requirements caused by a new world life situation as
well as the orientation of Ukrainian education to inte-
gration in the European community where English
communication is of great importance. The neces-
sity to use new tools in language education was also
caused by the requirements of contemporary world to
implement Information technologies in teaching pro-
cesses and develop students’ writing skills for their
future professional communication via the Internet.
Nowadays, English classes integrate developing oral
communication skills and promoting AW skills which
are getting more and more important. Applying online
resources for these purposes is of great significance in
contemporary education.

Our research is based on the approaches sup-
ported by such authors as D. Hacker [1], I. Lecki [2],
R. Spack [3], K. Vesela [4], T. Yakhontova [5] who
focus on various methods of teaching AW. Moreover,
literature in the area of computer-assisted language
learning has pointed to the importance of incorporat-
ing a variety of tools for teaching purposes [6, p. 104;
7, p. 148] and the advantage of interactive electronic
media in intensifying the learners' perceptions, cog-
nitions and experiences [8, p. 153; 9, p. 26]. From
the point of view of J. Harris, an emphasis on the use
of the innovative methodology leads one to notice
that technologies applied to teaching constitute an
excellent means of learning and teaching [10, p. 53].
According to M. Gonzalez-Lloret, suitably designed
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computer-assisted tasks enable greater individualiza-
tion and make it possible to cater more fully to learn-
ers' individual needs and learning styles [11, p. 92].

The article considers the results of both theoretical
investigations and their practical implementation, as well
as suggests a new methodology based on the integration
of innovative resources in teaching AW for achieving
the goals of developing students’ skills through interac-
tive online tests and writing assignments.

According to T. Yakhontova, writing is a com-
plex process that requires a number of various skills
[5, p. 18]. AW is one of the highest forms of English
writing. It has always had a central role in teaching
English at academic institutions. Even in integrated
English classes, AW is a constituent part of the cur-
riculum. Moreover, AW serves as a tool of communi-
cation that conveys acquired knowledge in a specific
field of study. Students are taught to write academ-
ically, think critically and objectively, look at ideas
and research from different perspectives, analyze the-
ories from different viewpoints and then write based
on what they understand and know.

AW is different from such forms of writing as
Legal writing, Business writing, Creative writing, etc.
J. Fulbright has expressed the idea that AW is more
structured and formal than Creative writing, follow-
ing stricter guidelines and rules, and is more impor-
tant than Creative writing for scholastic success, is
rigid and procedural, is purposed purely to convey
knowledge, information and is orderly, organized,
and follows a formula [12, p. 1]. Even the font and
font size are important for AW papers. They are char-
acterized by a clear introduction, body and conclu-
sion as well as specific content and language features.

According to D. Hacker and I. Lecki, AW has a
strong point for the reader, evidence to support the
point being made and impersonal style of express-
ing ideas [1, p. 92; 2, p. 105]. We share the opinion
of R. Spack that learning how to write academically
allows students to explain what they know by follow-
ing the correct structure, using the appropriate lan-
guage and grammar, striving for clarity, consolidat-
ing and communicating ideas effectively [3, p. 58].
K. Vesela emphasizes the necessity of logical organ-
ization for the details in paragraphs and revising the
sentences and paragraphs so that they are linked to
one another in ways that help readers follow them
easily [4, p. 32]. Learning above mentioned features
of AW papers brings students a huge step getting
closer to mastering writing skills.

It can be difficult for students to explain in their
writing what they know, especially on complex sub-
jects, if they are poor in AW. In terms of that, it is
important to promote students’ writing skills. Apply-
ing innovative methodology for the purpose in teach-
ing AW in English classes on both theoretical and
practical basis is of great help nowadays.
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In fact, contemporary education requires moderni-
zation of methods for teaching various academic sub-
jects including languages. The days when a printed
textbook was the learners’ only aid are quickly van-
ishing, and teachers are faced with questions of how
to integrate different innovative resources into their
classes. Many teachers, even those who have had the
reputation for adhering to more traditional approaches
are increasingly looking for ways to incorporate
online resources into their teaching. In this article,
some of these ways are discussed.

Purpose of the article. Our article contributes
to the development of new methodology of teaching
AW. The main focus is on promoting writing skills in
virtual environment addressing new challenges in the
age of innovative technologies. Our belief is that the
type of learning environment is a determining factor
in effective development of students’ writing skills. In
contemporary education, it is of great significance to
try out various of tools and incorporate Information
technologies into teaching writing.

The purpose of our research is to analyze exist-
ing resources for teaching AW in English classes and
suggest the use of “Teaching and Learning Academic
Subjects” (TALAS) web-application [13] which has
been implemented in teaching English, including AW.
This web-application allows to integrate both theo-
retical and practical approaches to learning AW. Our
task is to show the advantage of applying computer
environment with well-organized interactive tasks in
intensifying the learning processes.

The discussion on the main tools, strategies and
assignments of TALAS, which help in learning the
rules of AW involving a great deal of planning, striv-
ing for clarity, consolidating and communicating ideas
effectively in AW papers is at the heart of the article.
Besides that, the article emphasizes the importance
of document design, grammar, punctuation, logical
organization of paragraphs as well as the necessity
of revising the text and the use of transitions between
sentences and paragraphs to help readers follow the
ideas easily. Finally, the article shows in what way
TALAS provides the opportunity to learn the rules
of AW and practice them in online tests and writing
assignments.

Presentation of the main material. Nowadays,
the Internet resources have penetrated in all areas of
education. Online learning is becoming an effective
multimedia environment using educational tech-
nology. It is also described by such terms as: web-
based learning, learning via the internet, Distance
Education, computerized electronic learning, etc.
It is the type of learning environment specifically
delivered via the internet to students and conducted
by the teacher in a virtual classroom. The students
can interactively communicate with the teachers
and other students in this virtual classroom. Such
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modern online educational platforms as Microsoft
Teams, Zoom, Google Meet, Cisco Webex, etc.
allow even to raise hand “electronically” or interact
in real time. A teacher can grade the students’ par-
ticipation, give the assignments and tests. In fact,
online learning has been proven to be a successful
method of training and education is becoming a
way of life for many students. It is a very conven-
ient and flexible option. Among the advantages of
online learning are the following: the students are
able to link the various resources in several vary-
ing formats; it is a very efficient way of delivering
courses online; due to its convenience and flexibil-
ity, the resources are available from anywhere and
at any time; everyone can take advantage of active
and independent web-based learning through online
learning management system.

The most world’s trusted and popular learning
management system is Moodle which is the platform
used by hundreds of millions of users worldwide to
support their education and training needs [14, p. 1].
It is developed on pedagogical principles and is used
to achieve learning goals in various fields. Moodle
is also widely used to create online language courses
including those which contribute to developing stu-
dents’ writing skills.

Besides the resources mentioned above, in
teaching AW we use an online management sys-
tem TALAS. It is a web-oriented application that
helps the students acquire language competence,
including developing and practicing AW skills,
provides them with tools for acquiring theoretical
knowledge and fulfilling interactive writing assign-
ments. TALAS is a multifunctional environment. It
challenges the promotion of writing skills, makes
this process manageable, and brings innovative per-
spectives to teaching writing. TALAS is based on
the work of two types of users: a teacher and a stu-
dent. It provides the teacher with the tools for cre-
ating theoretical material, applying video and audio
resources as well as elaborating interactive prac-
tical assignments for developing students’ writing
skills. TALAS allows the students to write essays,
summaries, reviews, CVs, conference abstracts, etc.
This web-application is for both students’ group
and individual activities and supports monitoring
student’s progress results with the help of the eval-
uation system. Besides that, TALAS enables the
students to view their mistakes and read the teach-
er’s explanations. It creates a new learning space
in which the users are autonomous. In addition to
interactive assignments and AW opportunities, this
web-oriented application supports embedding You-
Tube videos and audio resources for conducting
AW writing classes.

While leaning AW based on TALAS web-appli-
cation, the students use the tool “AW course” to
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start fulfilling the task of the teacher. They learn
the theoretical material relating to the topic of the
lesson and practice it through online tests devel-
oped by the teacher. In the theoretical part of the
course, the rules of AW are the constituent ele-
ments. Among the many important topics, the Peer
Review Checklist plays one of the most significant
role. It helps understand the standard requirements
to writing a specific paper including the outline of
the format, the correspondence to the title, logi-
cal and effective development of ideas making a
reader want to keep reading, satisfying organiza-
tion of the paper and paragraphs with supporting
examples and transitions to the next paragraph,
relevant language, grammar and style as well as
visual presentation.

The final stage for the students is to fulfill the
writing assignment. TALAS tool for this online
activity is located in practical part of web-applica-
tion and includes the title, task, field for writing and
a submission button. After fulfilling the task and
submitting the required paper, the students can see
the results of teacher’s examination and corrections
in “Teachers notes” below the paper, as well as
evaluation of students’ writing in “Overall results”.
This provides the students with the opportunity to
see the mistakes and take into account the advice
of the teacher. The evaluation system of students’
work challenges the promotion of writing skills,
makes this process manageable and successful and
brings innovative perspectives to teaching writ-
ing. Well-organized and easy in operation TALAS
web-application equipped with the tools for pro-
moting writing skills offers a new way of acquiring
knowledge and calls for a re-interpretation of the
English teaching paradigms.

Conclusions. To summarize, teaching English
AW has undergone innovative changes caused by
the requirements of the integration of Ukrainian
education into European educational space where
communication in English plays an important role.
The innovative changes have also been caused by

pandemic spreading of COVID-19 throughout the
world and the consequent transformation of educa-
tion towards creating online learning environment
delivered via the Internet and proven to be a success-
ful, convenient and flexible option. Students can link
the various resources and take advantage of web-
based independent learning as well as interact with
the teacher online. All that gave a strong impulse
to developing new curriculum and designing new
language courses integrating AW and Information
technologies. Among the many Internet resources,
TALAS as a web-oriented application described
in this article, can be effectively used for teaching
various aspects of English including AW. TALAS
provides the tools for learning theoretical material
on the rules and features of AW and practicing it in
interactive assignments.

According to our observations, the implementa-
tion of TALAS has resulted in an increase in learning
motivation as well as the creation of effective learn-
ing space. Besides that, the results of teaching AW
to students in TALAS environment have confirmed
successful outcomes of developing students’ writing
skills in the course of fulfilling online tests and inter-
active writing assignments. The students’ feedbacks
have confirmed that TALAS facilitates self-learning
process, promotes knowledge acquisition, makes
learning faster, more enjoyable, more self-directed,
more effective and more transferable to new situa-
tions in contemporary education. This encourages to
conclude that the applied methodology is a resource
effectively contributing to students’ writing knowl-
edge acquisition.

The experience described in this article can be
useful for designing new courses integrating AW and
Information technologies. We hope that these strat-
egies can be replicated or adapted by other teachers
to suit their particular teaching and learning contexts.
Finally, we believe that the theoretical considerations
and practical principles that shape the contribution
of our methodology will help in developing new
approaches to teaching AW in English classes.
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